Social Studies and World Citizenship

an external end. The success of the partnership depends only
slightly upon any personal affection or animosity the partners
feel for one another. Indeed it is not necessary for them to meet
or know each other or communicate except on business. This
kind of relationship is the sphere of economics and politics, and
gives rise to * society *. But if two men are friends, the relation-
ship is quite different. Though they may have a common pur-
pose and be partners in business, it is pointless to ask what is
the purpose of the friendship. This is the kind of relationship
that gives rise to * community *.

Granted that love and affection are the basis of community,
it was these that produced the blood feud. There has been no
greater single achievement than that by which an act of violence,
which was once a private wrong to be avenged by the family
of the sufferer, has become a breach of the King's peace. This
is the means by which we are free to walk abroad unarmed, to
leave our doors unlocked and to sleep in our beds without fear
(except for acts of the King's enemies). Society has stepped in
to prevent community destroying itself. An even greater attempt,
never completely realized, is the human notion of the equality
of all before the law, in place of one rule for ourselves and our
friends and another for the outsider. Law is the only safeguard
of freedom, but it does not work automatically; it needs active
support and criticism, such as society cannot produce.

A democratic virtue is humility, because humility is needed
for tolerance. But there is one thing the democrat cannot
tolerate, namely, injustice, so that he needs the contrasted
virtue of vigilant sympathy that will not stand by and see
injustice done*

As we have already pointed out, civic responsibility and
conscience can be inculcated at all times and by all teachers
in the school. As a basis for this, however, a specific know-
ledge of the machinery of local and national or central
government as practised in our own country is very desir-
able. It could be based no better thaTt on the famous words
of Abraham Lincoln in opening the national burial-ground
at Gettysburg Airing the American Civil War of 1861-5 :
" It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
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